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A BOATING GLOSSARY SIGNS AND SIGNALS

These are the main signs which you will come across during your cruise. Learn them off by 
heart: respecting these signs will contribute to your safety and that of others.

INDICATION SIGNALS

E1 passage allowed E8 Turning point indicated

Main waterway / 
secondary waterway

E2 Electric cable crossing

E13 Drinking water This waterway is classed as a
tributary of the waterway you are

approaching

E4 Ferry crossing with cable

E14 Phone box 
for boat-users

End of restriction or obligation

E5 Stopping allowed

E15 Water-skiing 
course

E6 Anchoring allowed E7 Mooring allowed

PROHIBITION SIGNALS

A1 Navigation forbidden

A5 Forbidden to remain in
area indicated

A1 Passage forbidden
except for small 
engineless crafts

A6 Anchoring forbidden

A2 Passing and crossing
forbidden

A7 Mooring forbidden

A3 Does not affect 
pleasure

A8 Turning forbidden

A4 Passing and 
crossing forbidden

A9 Forbidden to create wash

A10 Passage forbidden
outside marked space

OBLIGATION SIGNALS

B1 Take direction of
arrow

B5 Obligation to stop in
certain circumstances

B2b Turn towards side of
channel indicates

B7 Sound your horn

B4a Turn towards side
of channel indicated

B2a Turn towards side of
channel indicated

B6 Maximum speed
allowed km/h

B3b Stay on side of
channel indicated

B3a Stay on side of
channel indicated

B8 Be especially carreful

B4b Turn towards side 
of channel indicated

RECOMMANDATION SIGNALS

Passage allowed from both
directions

D1b Passage allowed for
your forbidden from the
order side (one way only)

D2 Passage requested
through marked space

D3 Direction 
recommended

RESTRICTION SIGNALS

C1Depth limited C2 Height above water 
level limited

C3 Width limited C4 Special limitations C5 Channel is situated at
distance indicated from bank

HORN SIGNALS
Attention (4 seconds) I am coming towards port Danger of collisionI am coming towards

starboard (1 second)
I am out of controlI am going into reverse
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